The 2017 edition of ETD (Mineral Exploration Trends and Developments) again tracks new developments in exploration technology from around the world. ETD has been published since 1965, and has been under the stewardship of only two editors; Dr Peter Hood and Dr Pat Killeen. Dr Hood started ETD (initially just called Trends and Developments) and continued as Editor until 1992 when Dr Killeen took over. In addition to their duties as ETD Editors, both Hood and Killeen have had long and distinguished careers with the Geological Survey of Canada.
The Northern Miner Press, which took on publishing ETD in 2004, provides it as a special supplement to the early March edition of the Northern Miner. In the past decade KEGS (Canadian Exploration Geophysical Society) became the primary patron for ETD, but gradually more commercial support was found for the publication. Most recently DMEC (Decennial Minerals Exploration Conferences) has taken over the role of major patron for ETD, and with it the responsibility for the funds raised to cover the costs associated with publication. The current supporters of ETD are listed on the inside cover of the publication and their support is gratefully acknowledged. Any group working in exploration technology can submit material for potential inclusion in the next edition of ETD. Those interested in submitting material can contact Pat via email (his contact is provided at the end of this article).
In summary, the latest edition of ETD reports that the business climate in 2016 was an improvement over 2015 and companies appeared to be putting more funds into improving their technology.
Killeen noted the following as important advances:
• TDEM: more companies modified helicopter-borne TDEM systems to fly surveys faster.
• Airborne Gravity Gradiometer (AGG):
a new generation AGG system was successfully test flown and another company has a new AGG system in development.
• Airborne IP: more companies are processing AEM data for IP information and even including it in joint inversions.
• Drones: more companies are providing magnetic survey capabilities using drones and some are offering radiometrics. EM still appears to be in development.
• 3D IP-array style systems are becoming more common place. 
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Geophysicists conference (Houston, October 2017) is slated to have a workshop on drones.
There are now a significant number of contractors offering airborne gravity ( We hope all the 3D IP-resistivity systems noted in the last report are out in the field getting well used. A nice example of one system in action came out last week from the Athabasca Basin (Canada), one of the major areas of exploration focus for high grade uranium. Figure 1 shows 
